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gave Rupert authority to travel throughout the regio Baioariorum in order to
choose a place for the bishop's see; and that after visiting many places, he stayed
first of all at the Wallersee and founded a church there. Soon, however, he realized
that it was not a suitable place for a bishop's see and therefore sought a better one.
With the consent of the Duke he then went to Juvavum, and found there many
ancient buildings in ruins. After clearing up the place, he founded a church as
well as erecting buildings corresponding to the dignity of a bishop's see.1 In a
later chapter (IV) the Breves Notitiae tell how Rupert, by the advice and desire of
the Duke, built a church and the nunnery in superiore castro sepedicti Juvavensis
oppidi.2
The whole situation is made clear, I think, by the juxtaposition of these
three sources. An oppidum and a castrum superius were already in existence when
Rupert came to Salzburg. Those proofs of continuity, which have been shown
to be correct in the case of Passau, also apply to the town on the Salzach.8 Here,
too, we have a site which from its very nature invites settlement. Anyone who
has looked down from the Monchsberg on to the Salzach, which, guarded by the
mountain heights near by, here flows out into the widening plain, will understand
that this place of primitive prehistoric settlement can hardly have been completely
deserted or abandoned at any time. Even if the old Roman town really decayed
and was depopulated, the conquering German would scarcely have renounced
without reason the great advantages of this situation. Near at hand are the salt-
deposits of Reichenhall, in much demand from the earliest times, where continuity
of settlement has already been proved.4 Round the town Roman place-names have
survived in large numbers up to modern times.5 The same early record of the
end of the eighth century, the Indiculus Arnonis, which tells of the existence of an
oppidum and a castrum superius, mentions many Romani with tributary Hufen
which were transferred to the bishopric. In my opinion there is no doubt that
on the site of Juvavum also there was continuity of settlement. In that case it is
comprehensible that it should be chosen as the bishop's see; it was not customary
to found sees in deserted ruins.
The accounts of the Gesta Hrodberti, when compared with those of the earlier
Indiculus Arnonis, are obviously falsified. It is, however, surprising that this short
record, so scanty in its contents, and able to tell so little about Rupert, should lay
such emphasis on the fact that the beautiful buildings of Roman times had all
(omnia) Men into decay. The Gesta say nothing of a destruction of Lorch,
whereas Juvavum, much farther to the West and therefore less exposed to invasions
from the East, is said to have been completely destroyed. Indeed Lauriacum is
actually called a civitas, not an oppidum (as it is described in genuine documents of
the period), because its character as an episcopal town had apparently to be
emphasized; and therein the second main purpose of the falsifier stands out
clearly. St. Rupert was said to have begun his work from the episcopal town of
Lorch, and not from Salzburg, so that he might appear to be a real diocesan bishop
(was he perhaps in reality not one?),6 and so that the claims of Lorch to the
Bavarian province might be urged from Salzburg. If, however, it had to be proved
that these claims were based on ancient rights and were not merely a new claim
1 Satyurger UB., i, 18 f.             * Saltfurger US., i, 22.
3 See above, 81.                             * See above, 64.                       s See above, 6j.
6 Krusch, op. cit, 581, doubted this and thought it probable that Rupert was only a monastic
bishop!